
	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Matt	Gaetz	
507	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Gaetz:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	11,238	in	the	First	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Neal	Dunn	
423	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Dunn:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	 than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	 living	 in	Florida,	12,634	 in	 the	Second	District,	
our	state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	
to	ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Ted	Yoho	
511	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Yoho:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	20,772	in	the	Third	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	John	Rutherford	
230	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Rutherford:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	 than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	 living	 in	Florida,	20,004	 in	 the	Fourth	District,	
our	state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	
to	ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Al	Lawson	
1337	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Lawson:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	16,893	in	the	Fifth	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Ron	DeSantis	
1524	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	DeSantis:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	45,028	in	the	Sixth	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Stephanie	Murphy	
1237	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Murphy:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	97,512	in	the	Seventh	District,	
our	state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	
to	ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Bill	Posey	
2150	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Posey:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	21,348	in	the	Eigth	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Darren	Soto	
1429	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Soto:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	 than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	 living	 in	Florida,	186,492	 in	 the	Ninth	District,	
our	state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	
to	ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Val	Demings	
238	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Demings:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	83,548	in	the	10th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Daniel	Webster	
1210	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Webster:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	34,175	in	the	11th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Gus	Bilirakis	
2112	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Bilirakis:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	40,521	in	the	12th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Charlie	Crist	
427	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Crist:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	22,562	in	the	13th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Kathy	Castor	
2052	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Castor:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	61,782	in	the	14th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Dennis	Ross	
436	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Ross:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	65,536	in	the	15th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Vern	Buchanan	
2104	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Buchanan:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	26,981	in	the	16th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Tom	Rooney	
2160	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Rooney:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	23,507	in	the	17th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Brian	Mast	
2182	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Mast:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	27,892	in	the	18th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Francis	Rooney	
120	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Rooney:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	30,428	in	the	19th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Alcee	Hastings	
2353	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Hastings:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	29,696	in	the	20th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Lois	Frankel	
1037	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Frankel:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	26,480	in	the	21st	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Ted	Deutch	
2447	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Deutch:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	26,241	in	the	22st	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Debbie	Wasserman	Schultz	
1114	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Wasserman	Schultz:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	38,639	in	the	23rd	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Frederica	Wilson	
2445	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Wilson:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	26,287	in	the	24th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Mario	Diaz-Balart	
440	Cannon	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Diaz-Balart:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	16,505	in	the	25th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Carlos	Curbelo	
1404	Longworth	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congressman	Curbelo:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	30,302	in	the	26th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Ileana		Ros-Lehtinen	
2206	Rayburn	House	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Congresswoman	Ros-Lehtinen:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,	24,564	in	the	27th	District,	our	
state	shares	a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	
ensure	their	families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Bill		Nelson	
716	Hart	Senate	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Senator	Nelson:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,		in	the		District,	our	state	shares	
a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	ensure	their	
families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	



	
Gwen	Graham	

Former	Member	of	Congress	
2nd	District,	Florida	

	
Thursday,	September	21,	2017	
	
The	Honorable	Marco	Rubio	
284	Russell	Senate	Office	Building	
Washington,	DC	20002	
	
Senator	Rubio:		
	
Through	 Hurricane	 Irma	 and	 the	 recovery,	 we	 have	 seen	 the	 very	 best	 of	 Floridians:	
neighbors	 helping	 each	 other	 prepare	 for	 the	 storm,	 families	 sharing	 food	 in	 shelters,	
National	Guardsmen	working	to	help	us	rebuild.		
	
Just	as	we	helped	our	neighbors	in	Florida,	we	must	now	stand	with	our	neighbors	in	Puerto	
Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands,	who	just	days	after	enduring	Hurricane	Irma,	have	
been	hit	by	Hurricane	Maria,	another	devastating	storm.	
	
As	 Florida’s	 congressional	 delegation	 works	 in	 a	 bipartisan	 manner	 to	 secure	 relief	 and	
recovery	 funding	 for	our	 state,	 I	 ask	 that	 you	also	 stand	with	Puerto	Rico	 and	 the	United	
States	Virgin	Islands	to	assist	in	their	long	road	to	recovery.		
	
We	have	yet	to	see	the	full	effects	of	Hurricane	Maria	on	the	islands,	but	know	that	Puerto	
Rico’s	 entire	 power	 system	 was	 knocked	 out,	 countless	 homes	 were	 destroyed	 and	
American	lives	were	lost.		
	
I	implore	you	to	fight	for	Puerto	Rico	and	the	United	States	Virgin	Islands’	recovery	funding	
as	you	would	for	Florida	or	any	other	state	facing	such	calamity.		
		
With	more	than	one	million	Puerto	Ricans	living	in	Florida,		in	the		District,	our	state	shares	
a	special	bond	with	the	island.	We	have	a	responsibility	to	those	Floridians	to	ensure	their	
families	and	loved	ones	receive	the	help	they	desperately	need.		
	
I	 also	 hope	 as	 Congress	 debates	 the	 Deferred	 Action	 for	 Childhood	 Arrivals	 (DACA)	
program,	 you	 will	 keep	 in	 mind	 many	 of	 Florida’s	 DACA	 applicants	 are	 from	 Caribbean	
countries	which	now	face	greater	humanitarian	challenges	after	the	storms.	
		
Thank	you	for	your	work	on	behalf	of	all	Floridians.	Together,	 I	believe	we	will	be	able	to	
secure	recovery	funding	for	our	state	and	our	Caribbean	neighbors.		
	
Sincerely,		

	
Gwen	Graham	
	


